HONG

ob KONG
¢ BE 2050
IS

CIVIC EXCHANGE

PRESS RELEASE

Shaping BSAP 2.0 for Hong Kong — Think Tank Charts Path for Biodiversity Action

Hong Kong, 8 July 2025 - Today, Civic Exchange, The Hong Kong Institute of Landscape
Architects, The University of Hong Kong, Generation Climate Hong Kong, and Legislative
Council Member Hon Chu Kwok Keung jointly release ‘Nature Positive Hong Kong: Harnessing
COP16 Insights to Accelerate Biodiversity Action’. The report calls for a whole-of-society
approach to shape a more inclusive, science-based, and impact-oriented update of
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP) in Hong Kong. Drawing on the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) and outcomes from the Post COP16 Forum held in
Hong Kong in January 2025, the report urges policymakers, practitioners, and civil society to
work together to close critical gaps between local implementation, broader national ecological
goals and global biodiversity targets.

Despite being a global biodiversity hotspot, Hong Kong faces implementation challenges. While
over 40% of land is designated as protected area, further progress is urgently needed. For
instance, less than 6% of coastal waters are designhated or proposed as marine parks or marine
reserves, and much of its protected land lacks defined conservation targets and goals.

The report emphasises that achieving nature-positive outcomes in Hong Kong will require a
whole-of-society approach — one that connects top-down leadership with bottom-up
momentum. Senior government leaders must understand that ecosystem services underpin
the city’s water, air, food, and climate stability — and that the collapse of nature would directly
threaten societal wellbeing. Meanwhile, the public must also recognise that biodiversity is not
just a scientific issue, it is a daily concern that affects health, well-being, livelihood, economy,
safety, and resilience.

Science and experts play a crucial role in bridging this divide, translating complex knowledge
into shared action and public understanding. As Prof Debra Roberts, Co-Chair of the IPCC AR6
Working Group Il, remarked, ‘We should not be talking about separate biodiversity, climate
change, sustainable land management, and urban development strategies. It is high time for
integrated urban planning across all agendas.’

The report also highlights the importance of intergenerational engagement, especially through
education. ‘As Hong Kong updates its BSAP, education must play a centralrole,’ said Hon Chu
Kwok Keung, Legislative Council Member. ‘Young people are not just learners — they are
changemakers who can help bridge knowledge with action, and science with stewardship.’

To support this whole-of-society transition, the report outlines four strategic areas for action:
Climate and Nature, Monitoring Framework, Mainstreaming Biodiversity, and Financing
Mechanism. A central recommendation is to establish a Hong Kong Nature-based Solutions



HONG

.- KONG
€ l&\@ 2050
IS

CIVIC EXCHANGE

(NbS) Hub by 2026, coordinated by the Development Bureau, to drive capacity building, cross-
boundary pilot projects and explore finance opportunities with cities in Greater Bay Area.

Other recommendations include scaling up the use of biodiversity indicators, recognising Other
Effective Area-Based Conservation Measures (OECMs), embedding nature into public
procurement and infrastructure design, and positioning Hong Kong as a regional financing hub
for nature-positive investments by 2028.

‘As one of the most biodiverse yet highly urbanised cities in the world, Hong Kong has both the
potential and the responsibility to lead global cities toward a nature-positive future,’ said Ms
Kitty Tam, Programme Lead of Civic Exchange. ‘We can do so by deepening mainstreaming
through setting up a high-level task force within the government and assign a contact point to
communicate and work with the civil society on achieving the nature-positive goal.’

About Civic Exchange

Civic Exchange is an independent public policy think tank with a vision to shape a liveable and
sustainable Hong Kong. Our mission is to engage society and influence public policy through
research, dialogue, and the development of practical solutions. Civic Exchange has been
ranked among the top 50 environment policy think tanks in the world by the University of
Pennsylvania since 2011. To know more, please visit: https://civic-exchange.org

Media Enquiries: Please contact Ms. Ivy Yeung at +852 2893 0213 or info@civic-exchange.org
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