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Civic Exchange calls for a 2030 climate target in the upcoming Climate Action Plan update

Hong Kong, 14 March 2025 — Today, Civic Exchange releases “The Road to 2050: Can Hong Kong
Achieve Its Climate Goals?”. The report indicates that while Hong Kong is likely on track to
meet the 2°C climate goal, it must strengthen its policies to support the globe to achieve the
more ambitious 1.5°C target. As extreme weather is already adversely affecting Hong Kong, the city
must take further action to promptly reassess the Hong Kong’s Climate Action Plan 2050 to keep our
city remain safe under the 1.5°C overshoot scenario and accelerate decarbonisation, including the
setting up of a 2030 target.

An emission trend analysis based on the Energy Policy Simulator (EPS)?, a dynamic scenario analysis
tool co-developed by Civic Exchange, reveals that past climate initiatives have allowed Hong Kong to
limit its local carbon emissions into 2°C above pre-industrial levels, as recommended by the Paris
Agreement. However, based on the analysis tool, it is projected that Hong Kong’s 1.5°C carbon
budget will be very likely exhausted by 2029.

Therefore, Hong Kong should establish a 2030 target to facilitate the acceleration of a whole-of-
Hong Kong carbon reduction by driving sectoral action. For instance, a sectoral target could
explore collaborating with the two power companies to accelerate the phase-down of coal generation
between 2025 and 2035. Also, another sectoral target could cease the new registration of fuel-
propelled private cars in 2030 instead of 2035. These examples of sectoral targets could not only
accelerate decarbonisation but also further improve local air quality and public health, which in turn
help save money in healthcare expenditure.

“Hong Kong was one of the leading Asian cities to commit to a carbon neutrality goal before 2050,
and the corresponding Hong Kong’s Climate Action Plan 2050, which was launched in 2021, was a
pioneering initiative. Looking ahead, as climate change accelerates, the Government must provide a
clear sectoral five-year pathway in the next Climate Action Plan 2050 to enable ’participation-for-all’
to capture new quality productive forces development opportunities. This aligns with the 15" Five-
Year Plan and promotes green growth, benefitting Hong Kong’s economy. Everyone in Hong Kong
should embrace behavioural change and support the Hong Kong Government as they update its
climate policies with strengthened benchmarks,” said Mr Lawrence Tu, Executive Director of Civic
Exchange.

“Hong Kong’s current energy transition policies will only ensure emission reductions through 2035.
Given the time required for the energy transition to take effect, Hong Kong must develop post-2035
climate strategies now to achieve carbon neutrality before 2050 and additionally contribute towards
China’s Nationally Determined Contributions t0 support the nation’s broader green development
goals. The Government must invest time and effort to undertake a transparent, society-wide

' The EPS has been updated to include the most recent data and blueprints, which will be published in
mid 2025.
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consultation and policy stress test with the public. It is crucial to ensure a strengthened carbon
reduction roadmap is ready by 2026 to encapsulate aggressive yet achievable targets.” said Ms Wing
Tsang, Assistant Manager of Civic Exchange.

About Civic Exchange

Civic Exchange is an independent public policy think tank with a vision to shape a liveable and sus-
tainable Hong Kong. Our mission is to engage society and influence public policy through research,
dialogue, and the development of practical solutions. Civic Exchange has been ranked among the top
50 environment policy think tanks in the world by the University of Pennsylvania since 2011. To
know more, please visit: https://civic-exchange.org/

About Research Project
This report is the first in a series of projects of the HONG KONG ENERGY POLICY SIMULATOR.

The project team is embarking on conducting deep dives into sector-specific areas to provide analysis
and recommendations for the next paper.

Media Enquiries: Please contact Ms. Ivy Yeung at +852 2893 0213 or info@civic-exchange.org
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