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GOVERNMENT	NEWS	–	BUDGET	

Inves�ng	in	the	Environment	
Financial Secretary Paul Chan Mo-po wrote in his
official blog that he expected a considerably high

GOVERNMENT	NEWS	–	TRANSPORT	

A	Call	for	Transport	Open	Data	
Speaking at the Smart City Consor�um last week, Chief
Execu�ve Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor urged privately-
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surplus for the 2017-18 fiscal year, and was looking for
the best way to invest in Hong Kong's future. His
original Chinese-language post can be read here. 
 
Civic Exchange's Proposals for the 2018-19 Budget
urges for increased spending to improve the urban
environment. It notes that for the 2017-18 fiscal year,
only 4.4% out of total budgeted spending was for
"Environment and Food." The 2018-19 Budget will be
announced on 28 February.

See Sec�on I, paragraphs 1-12, of Civic Exchange's Budget
submission >>>

run public transport operators to provide open data on
their opera�ons, in light of the Government's Smart
City Blueprint. The South China Morning Post news
ar�cle on her speech is here. 

  
In Civic Exchange's submission on the Government's
Smart City plan, we recommend a city-wide traffic
management system, more informa�on for passengers,
and development of a unified transport app to help
commuters. 

 
See paragraphs 6-15 of Civic Exchange's Smart City

submission>>>

WATER	–	MEDIA	COVERAGE	

Experts	Discuss	Water	Scarcity	
An RTHK programme on Hong Kong's water supply
included Civic Exchange Fellow Dr Frederick Lee, Civic
Exchange Chairman Evan Auyang, and Sam Inglis of
ADM Capital Founda�on, who contributed research to
the "Illusion of Plenty" report, which was supported by
WYNG Founda�on. Mr Auyang discussed Hong Kong's
historic water scarcity, and recommended that other
ci�es like Singapore be used as a model for
conserva�on efforts.

Listen now >>>

WATER	–	EVENT	TONIGHT,	14	FEBRUARY	

'Green	Drinks'	Talk	on	Water	
Civic Exchange Fellow Dr Frederick Lee will be speaking
at Green Drinks tonight, 14 Feb, star�ng at 7:30 pm at
Cafe 8. The ques�on of the night is "Why Hong Kong
should break out of its high water consump�on trap?"

 A�endees will have the opportunity to discuss the
issue with Dr Lee, who holds a PhD in Urban Planning
from MIT, and is an Associate Director of the Policy for
Sustainability Lab in the Faculty of Social Sciences, the
University of Hong Kong. 

 
Event details here >>>

TRANSPORT	–	MEDIA	COVERAGE	

Debate	Over	Electric	Car	Tax	
CIVIC	EXCHANGE	–	MEDIA	COVERAGE	

Greener	Pastures	

WATER	–	BUDGET	SUBMISSION	

Inves�ng	in	Water	Conserva�on	
There are 10 main recommenda�ons in Civic Exchange's Proposals for the 2018-19 Budget -- one of which is to
encourage water conserva�on. This can be partly achieved through a review of tariffs, with charges raised for high-
usage or business consumers, without compromising low-income users. Investment in a community-wide
inspec�on and repair scheme could help stop leaks and wastage. In addi�on, the Government should develop a
holis�c water governance policy.

See "Encourage Water Conserva�on," paragraphs 29-33 of Civic Exchange's Budget submission >>
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Civic Exchange Chairman Evan Auyang wrote in a le�er
to the South China Morning Post that, instead of
resuming the tax break for electric vehicles, the
Government should raise taxes on petrol and diesel
cars, as well as improving public transport.

  
Civic Exchange also recommends increasing First
Registra�on Tax, introducing Electronic Road Pricing,
considering changes to charging for harbour crossings,
and regula�ng private cars in downtown hotspots. 

 
See paragraphs 39-45 of Civic Exchange's Budget submission

>>>

Civic Exchange CEO Winnie Cheung was featured in the
South China Morning Post. She talks about her journey
from reaching the top of the accoun�ng profession, to
becoming a qualified psychotherapist, to now leading
an environmental think tank to make Hong Kong into a
“people-centred, liveable city.” 

  
"Independent think-tanks like Civic Exchange are the
jewels in the crown of any healthy civic society, part of
the ecosystem of healthy Government," she said.

Read more here >>>

URBAN	–	SURVEY	

Survey	on	Des	Voeux	Road	
Our sister organisa�on, Walk DVRC, is conduc�ng a
survey on Des Voeux Road Central, one of the main
corridors linking Central and Sheung Wan. What do you
think about the conges�on and pedestrian experience
along this popular tram route? How would you use it
differently if it was transformed into open space with
fewer cars?

 
Fill in the survey here >>>

YOUR	VIEW	

What	Do	You	Think?	
Do you have comments, opinions or ideas about how
the Government should best spend its money? On how
Hong Kong can ease conges�on, save water, or
otherwise improve the environment? You can just hit
"reply" to this newsle�er to send a message to us, or
email info@civic-exchange.org with your views. If you
haven't already, you can also subscribe to us below.

Tell a friend | Subscribe | Unsubscribe | Visit our Website at civic-exchange.org 
Follow us on: Facebook | Twi�er | LinkedIn | Youtube 

23/F, Chun Wo Commercial Centre, 23-29 Wing Wo Street, Central, Hong Kong
 Tel: (852) 2893 0213 | Fax: (852) 3105 9713 | 
 Email: info@civic-exchange.org
 (c) 2018 Civic Exchange all rights reserved.
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