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NEWSLETTER 2018.02.02

2018-19	BUDGET	–	CIVIC	EXCHANGE	SUBMISSION	

Inves�ng	in	a	Healthy,	Green-living	Future	for	Hong	Kong	

 
 
On 26 January, Civic Exchange made a budget submission to the Financial Secretary, the Hon. Paul Chan Mo-po, as
part of the Public Consulta�on for the 2018-19 Budget. For our full submission on "Inves�ng in a Healthy, Green-
living Future for Hong Kong," click here. 

  
The submission presents how Government can best allocate its budget surplus, to meet its stated aims for
protec�ng and enhancing Hong Kong’s environment. Maintaining a healthy environment is a vital part of any
liveable and sustainable city, and requires financial support and policy backing. In our submission, we iden�fied 10
main ways in which Government could achieve these aims:

  
1. Allocate a higher por�on of Government revenue, surplus and reserves to enhance Hong Kong’s living
environment.

 2. Combat climate change through carbon levy and climate finance.
 3. Provide the framework for Hong Kong as a green and sustainable finance hub.

 4. Encourage water conserva�on.
 5. Combat air pollu�on from power plants, ships and vehicles, and reduce emissions and exposure.

 6. Facilitate smart mobility and clean transporta�on.
 7. Facilitate be�er urban planning in the areas of public open space and walkability.

 8. Cut waste at source, facilitate recycling and promote a circular economy.
 9. Plough back increased fines and tariffs to finance green incen�ves.

 10. Improve communica�on spending to advance civic educa�on.
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CIVIC	EXCHANGE	–	VISITING	FELLOW	

Welcome	to	Paula	DiPerna	
We are delighted to welcome Paula DiPerna as a
Visi�ng Fellow from February to April. Ms DiPerna – an
environmentalist, speaker, author and filmmaker – has
held leadership posi�ons at the Joyce Founda�on,
Chicago Climate Exchange, Cousteau Society, and
Tianjin Climate Exchange.

CIVIC	EXCHANGE	–	GLOBAL	RANKING	

Top	50	Environment	Think-Tanks	
Civic Exchange has been ranked again as one of the
world's 50 Top Environment Policy Think Tanks, in the
University of Pennsylvania's 2017 Global Go To Think
Tank Index Report. Civic Exchange is also among the
100 Top Think Tanks in China, India, Japan and Republic
of Korea. Read the full report here. 

 

TRANSPORT	–	MEDIA	COVERAGE	

Is	Our	Transport	“Smart”?	
Civic Exchange Chairman Evan Auyang wrote a column
in the Hong Kong Economic Times about whether the
Government’s Smart City Blueprint fully addresses
issues of smart mobility and transport. The solu�on to
some of our city’s problems – from road conges�on to
overused MTR lines – includes pu�ng pedestrians and
road-based public transport first. (Chinese language)

WALKABILITY	–	MEDIA	COVERAGE	

Should	HK	Be	More	Walkable?	
Civic Exchange Fellow Simon Ng and Walk DVRC were
quoted in a South China Morning Post feature about
walkability. Mr Ng said that the number of cars has
grown at an “alarming rate” in recent years. He
believes Hong Kong’s long-established reliance on
vehicles is a major obstacle in becoming a world-class
walkable city.

WATER	–	RECENT	MEETING	

Visit	by	Global	Water	Expert	
Civic Exchange convened an interac�ve mee�ng with
Henk Ovink, the Netherlands’ Special Envoy for
Interna�onal Water Affairs, plus representa�ves from
the Water Supplies Department and China Water Risk.

CONSERVATION	–	GOVERNMENT	NEWS	

Landmark	Ivory	Ban	Passed	
The Legisla�ve Council voted overwhelmingly, 49-4, to
pass a bill on 31 January to ban the local ivory trade. In
June 2017, Civic Exchange submi�ed a statement to
LegCo in support of the Government’s three-step ban
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Mr Ovink advised on how best to raise awareness on
water conserva�on with all actors, from Government
officials to young children. He also discussed how ci�es
could develop new, ambi�ous strategies for solving the
complex challenges of managing water supply.

on the ivory trade and increased penal�es for violators.
We also agreed with the Government’s statement that
“no compensa�on should be given to the ivory trade."
Our original submission can be read here.

TRANSPORT	–	LEGCO	MEETING	

Public	Transport	Strategy	Study	
Civic Exchange Fellow Alok Jain spoke at a Legisla�ve
Council Panel on Transport mee�ng on 22 January. "We
want a clean, safe, reliable, efficient and reasonably
priced system," he said. The video can be watched
here. Read Civic Exchange’s submission on the
Government’s Public Transport Strategy Study here.

SUSTAINABILITY	–	RECENT	EVENT	

Volvo	Ocean	Race	Forums	
Civic Exchange's research on Hong Kong’s over-
consump�on of water was quoted in a Harbour Times
ar�cle about the Volvo Ocean Race, which included a
summit about sustainability. Civic Exchange Fellow Alok
Jain also par�cipated in a Volvo Ocean forum, on the
subject of "Smart and Sustainable Public Transport,"
exploring electric, autonomous vehicles for public
transport. 
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