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THE GREAT DISCONNECT

28

Chapters IV through VIII consider possible responses to 

the sustainability challenges. 

To wrap up Chapter I, Figure 1 provides a summary 

illustration of the major pressures on the planet and the 

resulting challenges to the sustainability of the current 

development path.

FIGURE 1: PRESSURES AND CHALLENGES
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CHAPTER VIII�—FITTING THE PIECES TOGETHER

 �• a willingness to take on and keep to a longer term 

perspective (i.e. with respect to the rights of future 

generations); 

 �• acknowledging more fully humankind�’s dependence 

on the natural world along with a greater appreciation 

of the importance of non-human life forms; and 

 �• the ability to make more out of less. 

FIGURE 2: A FRAMEWORK FOR CONSIDERING RESPONSES 

This figure brings together this book�’s major points regarding the 
ways we might respond to the sustainability challenges to our current 
way of life.
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but...

urgency for radically 
changing the way we use resources and emit wastes and

so many of us lead ... and so many more aspire to. 

It is as if the two sides live on diff erent planets. 

—

The world economy is increasingly geared to throughput, 

unlimited. 

• Governments see a slowing of the throughput as a crisis. Our 

—

This book lays out in clear language the challenges to the 
sustainability of the current economic system. It then considers 
possible market, government, and values-driven responses. 

The INSTITUTE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT OF HONG KONG UNIVERSITY OF 

focusing on sustainable development (with special emphasis on Hong 

CIVIC EXCHANGE is a Hong Kong–based independent  public policy think 
tank addressing issues in energy, environment, climate change, urban 


	Copyright page
	Table of Contents
	Forward 1
	Forward 2
	Preface
	Acknowledgements
	Overview
	Living on different planets
	But haven't we heard all this before?
	The Anthropocene: It's not just about climate change
	Lags and tipping points
	The driver
	The development imperative
	Changing track
	Sustainability and sustainable development
	Responding
	Technical fixes
	Addressing market faliure
	The future isn't what it used to be
	Re-examining Values: the future is what we make of it

	In closing

	I. The Great Disconnect
	The anthropocene: Its not just climate change
	Climage change in an already stressed biosphere
	Tipping points: Real risk, but difficult to predict
	Pandemics: The wild card
	Climate change: Where we stand and where we need to go
	But haven't we heard this before?
	Re-considering the way forward
	Chapter 1 notes

	II. The Driver
	No return
	Feedbacks and entanglements
	Running on relentless consumption
	The development imperative
	Development versus growth
	Fluid economies and proactive governments
	Chapter 2 notes

	III. Sustainability & Sustainable Development
	What constitutes a true sustainability concern?
	Distinguishing sustainability and sustainable development
	Sustainability: hard and soft
	Chapter 3 notes

	IV. Responding to the Challenges: An Assortment of Options
	A necessary condition
	Sorting the options
	Chapter 4 notes

	V. Market-Led Responses
	The place to begin
	Technologies and techniques: 'Passive' technical fixes
	Active technical (including 'geo-engineering')
	Price adjustments
	Green business and consumerism
	Chapter 5 notes

	VI. Government-led Responses
	Infrastructure, R&D, and standard-setting
	Addressing the greatest market failure
	Pricing carbon and beyond
	Accounting for what real matters
	Truly one world
	Chapter 6 notes

	VII. Values-based Responses
	The future is what we make of it
	Re-balancing the material and non-material
	Thrift, efficiency, and the business and government sides of a new social contract
	Environmental and social health
	The media and civil society
	Chapter 7 notes

	VIII. Fitting the Pieces Together
	Suggested Principles for Moving Toward a More Sustainable Development Path
	In closing
	Chapter 8 notes

	Annex A - Carbon Dioxide Emission Taxes and Permits
	Context
	Emission taxes
	Tradable emission permits
	Taxes versus permits
	With respect to both
	A carbon dioxide tax or permit system

	Annex B - Conceptual Limits to Cost-Benefit Analysis
	Context
	Discounting
	Shadow pricing
	Sidestepping

	Index
	Bibliography



