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Preface 
 
 
 

“Marine debris kills wildlife and is a threat to the local environment, not to mention an 
eyesore.” 

Vickie Matter 
Director 

The Ocean Conservancy 
 

 

“More needs to be done to address the large quantities of debris found on Hong Kong’s 
coasts. Involving the public and policy makers is key to the solution.” 

Christine Loh 
Chief Executive Officer 

Civic Exchange 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Civic Exchange is an independent think tank that helps to improve policy and decision-
making through research and analysis on variety of including environmental conservation 
and pollution control. Civic Exchange is proud to collaborate with The Ocean Conservancy to 
carry out the International Coastal Cleanup day locally. 
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1 Report Summary  
Initiated by The Ocean Conservancy (TOC) in 1986, the International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) 
engages the public in removing trash and debris from the world’s beaches and waterways 
and recording the types of debris found. Data from cleanups is recorded through a network of 
local coordinators around the world and collated by TOC, with the aim of identifying the major 
causes of marine debris.  

This global volunteer project brings a large number of people from all walks of life together. 
Through their involvement, participants develop a sense of awareness of and responsibility 
for the marine pollution problem, and are encouraged to change behavioural patterns that 
cause pollution.  

A total of 2,615 volunteers participated in the Hong Kong ICC 2006, collecting 10.79 tonnes 
of debris during 53 separate cleanups at 37 sites from 27 August to 23 October 2006.  

The most commonly collected items this year were pieces of foamed plastic packing boxes. 
Caps and lids, and cigarettes and cigarette filters ranked as the second and third most 
abundant items. Seven of the top ten types of debris collected originated from shoreline and 
recreational activities.  

The prevalence of some items (especially candles, cigar tips, cigarettes and cigarette filters, 
bags, food wrappers and containers, and beverage containers) and the extraordinary amount 
of debris found on gazetted beaches indicates that Hong Kong citizens are suffering from 
severe “pick-up-after-me” syndrome. This problem is especially apparent following special 
events and public holidays. A total of 1,503 kg of litter was collected from the 28 gazetted 
beaches in the cleanup. These beaches are managed by the Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department and regularly cleaned, and so the fact that so much debris remained may reflect 
a lack of effectiveness of the cleaning contractors.  

Hong Kong’s 2005 coastline cleanup had amongst the highest yield of debris in the world, 
ranking 5th among the Asian countries and 39th for all participating countries in the ICC.  
Marine debris is a human-made problem, and one that can only be solved by strong action to 
prevent it at the source. We hope that this report will contribute to efforts to make Hong 
Kong’s waters cleaner in the future. 
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4 Introduction 
Initiated by The Ocean Conservancy (TOC) 1 , the International Coastal Cleanup 2  (ICC) 
engages people to remove trash and debris from the world’s beaches and waterways, identify 
the sources of debris, and change behavioural patterns that contribute to pollution. In addition 
to collecting and removing debris, volunteers record the types of debris they pick up.  TOC 
then compiles the data from all international ICC Coordinators and analyses it to identify the 
major sources of debris and activities that contribute to it.  The final information is then used 
to educate the public, business, industry and government authorities about the problem, on 
the basis that understanding the problem is the key to finding long-lasting solutions. 

On 20 July 2006, TOC released a report on marine debris data gathered by volunteers around 
the world during the 2005 ICC.  The report, which includes data from the first cleanup in 1986 
to the most recent in 2005, provides a comprehensive overview of the quantity and types of 
marine debris in the world’s oceans and provides insight into the causes and sources of 
marine debris.  

As the main coordinator of the Hong Kong ICC 2006, Civic Exchange (CE) and its partners 
played an active role in this global project.  The event brought together thousands of 
volunteers who kindly donated their time and energy to pick up, count and record large 
quantities of debris.  Through their involvement in the campaign, volunteers witnessed the 
impact that modern lifestyles have on the environment.  

Marine debris is a serious and worsening problem in marine and coastal environments 
worldwide, and Hong Kong’s waters and coasts have not escaped this problem.3  The United 
Nations Environment Program’s State of the Marine Environment report suggests that the 
main ocean-based sources of marine litter found in East Asian waters are shipping, ferries 
and cruise liners, fishing vessels, aquaculture, mariculture, and offshore oil and gas platforms; 
while the main land-based sources are coastal municipal sewage, storm water, industrial 
facilities, solid waste from landfills, untreated waste water, and tourism (recreational visitors to 
the coast).4  All of these sources need to be addressed in a comprehensive strategy to 
reduce marine debris in Hong Kong’s waters. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Visit www.oceanconservancy.org for more details about TOC. 
2 Visit www.coastalcleanup.org for more details about the ICC. 
3 In terms of the weight (kg) of litter collected by every volunteer per unit distance (km) (termed “effort 
index” by TOC with unit of kg people-1 km-1), Hong Kong’s coastlines rank 5th and 39th among the 
Asian countries and all participating countries, respectively (Table 1). 
4  Fortes, M. (2006) The State of the Marine Environment: Regional Assessments. [Online]. Part IV, 
Chapter 7, p.157-192. [Online]. 
http://www.gpa.unep.org/document_lib/en/pdf/soe_regional_report_part_iv.pdf) 

 

http://www.oceanconservancy.org/
http://www.coastalcleanup.org/
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Table 1: Comparisons of debris collected (in descending order) in 74 countries 

in the ICC 2005 

Country Kilogrammes People Kilometres Effort Index 
(kg people-1 km-1)

St. Lucia            193.2             21           0.48 19.0577

Ukraine             50.0             34           0.16 9.1398

Cook Islands            128.6             40           0.48 6.6623

Haiti            106.4             40           0.48 5.5088

Croatia              54.5               6           2.90 3.1389

Cuba            176.4             13           4.83 2.8105

Cyprus         1,128.2             41         12.23 2.2502

Honduras            113.6             31           2.09 1.7525

Grenada         6,942.3           140         29.61 1.6749

France         3,692.4           146         16.57 1.5260

Belgium         2,431.5           219           7.56 1.4682

Vietnam       12,218.2        1,550           5.47 1.4409

Portugal            385.9             55           4.99 1.4065

Denmark             12.3             10           1.13 1.0896

Switzerland       11,881.0           491         22.53 1.0742

Netherlands         1,708.9           127         12.55 1.0721

Peru     110,664.0        5,000         21.40 1.0343

Tanzania             80.9             47           1.77 0.9721

British Virgin Islands         3,914.8           406         10.46 0.9220

Solomon Islands            190.9             65           3.22 0.9127

Netherlands Antilles            545.5           113           5.95 0.8108

Dominican Republic         1,009.1           101         12.87 0.7762

Fiji         1,090.6           105          16.41 0.6329

Bermuda            893.0           184           7.72 0.6284

Aruba            580.5             57         18.99 0.5364

Argentina       11,746.6        1,645         17.54 0.4072

Malta            111.4             49           5.63 0.4036

Taiwan            852.0           361           5.95 0.3965

Uruguay             11.6             23           1.29 0.3915

Dominica       12,272.7           776         41.03 0.3855

Norway            227.3            135           4.83 0.3488

Maldives         2,126.8           307         21.24 0.3262

Saudi Arabia            218.5             55         12.23 0.3249

Venezuela       74,066.1        9,609         23.97 0.3215

Republic of Korea     134,582.5        3,971       115.53 0.2934

Austria            643.5           117         21.56 0.2551

Spain         7,737.0           751         42.48 0.2425

 



Report on the International Coastal Cleanup 2006   3
Hong Kong 
 

Country Kilogrammes People Kilometres Effort Index 
(kg people-1 km-1)

Cayman Islands            456.4             55         36.04 0.2302

Hong Kong         8,139.0        1,286         27.68 0.2287
Luxembourg             27.0             40           3.06 0.2212

Singapore         9,180.1        2,556          16.41 0.2188

Greece         5,870.5        1,078         25.42 0.2142

New Zealand            389.7           128         16.25 0.1873

Colombia         2,502.3           391         37.65 0.1700

Indonesia            450.1           387           8.53 0.1364

Italy         2,356.4           526         33.31 0.1345

Thailand         6,436.6        1,954         28.48 0.1157

Egypt         7,471.2           894         73.21 0.1142

Germany         8,208.1           849         89.30 0.1083

Ecuador       32,495.5        4,165         72.89 0.1070

Costa Rica         1,511.8           359         40.23 0.1047

Panama       68,663.8        7,889         91.39 0.0952

Bahamas         2,847.7           467         93.32 0.0653

Trinidad and Tobago         3,509.8           651         84.96 0.0635

Poland            196.4           117         27.51 0.0610

Belize         4,174.5        1,167         61.30 0.0584

Japan       33,348.7      14,809         40.23 0.0560

Australia         1,087.8           198       147.22 0.0373

Turkey       29,273.3        4,988       175.70 0.0334

Malaysia            235.3           499         19.47 0.0242

United Kingdom       15,268.5        4,204       181.98 0.0200

Jamaica         3,201.8        1,477       115.53 0.0188

Mexico       15,995.0        8,091       138.53 0.0143

Brazil       35,075.5      12,010       222.69 0.0131

India     136,954.2       21,207       571.03 0.0113

Kenya         7,146.3        1,530       550.28 0.0085

Philippines  1,083,273.2    123,572    1,655.66 0.0053

Canada       35,756.5      21,394    1,629.11 0.0010

United States  1,767,581.3    174,075   22,478.37 0.0005

Guyana            484.1           124 N/A N/A 

South Africa  N/A        7,455           5.63 N/A 

United Arab Emirates  N/A           500 N/A N/A 

Chile  N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Totals  3,734,356.6    447,933   29,334.49 0.0003

Source: TOC (2006)  
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Our society relies heavily on synthetic materials (especially plastic).5  Figure 1 sets out the 
types and relative quantities of litter collected on beaches in North East Asia, and shows that 
plastics make up by far the greatest portion. The durability and buoyancy of these substances 
allows them to travel hundreds and even thousands of kilometres on wind and ocean currents, 
posing a serious threat to ocean ecosystems and wildlife along the way.  Marine litter can be 
found not only in densely populated areas, but also in remote parts of the world far from any 
obvious sources, which demonstrates that local behaviour has a global impact.  

The Northwest Pacific Region Environmental Cooperation Center (NPEC) estimated that the 
average count and percentage by weight of collected marine litter on the beaches in northeast 
Asia was 427 pieces and 2.13 kg per 100 square metres, respectively, in 20036 (Figure 2). 

 

Figure 1: Composition of litter collected on beaches in NE Asia (by number):  
Percentage by number Plastic 72.2%

Formed styrene 18.5%

Glass / Ceramic 3.5%

Other artificial objects 2.2%

Paper 1.6%

Metals 1%

Rubber 0.7%

Cloth 0.3%

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 * Source: NPEC 2003 

 
Figure 2: Composition of litter collected on beaches in NE Asia (by weight): 

Percentage by weight 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

              
5 Plastic was the most abundant (72.2% by number; 48.6% by weight) marine litter collected on the 
beaches in northeast Asia (NPEC, 2003). 

Plastic 48.6%

Formed styrene 5.7%

Glass / Ceramic 11.8%

Other artificial objects 21.1%

Paper 1.4%

Metals 3.9%

Rubber 4.6%

Cloth 2.9%

6 NPEC (2003)  Research report on the marine driftage and buried objects in the Northwest Pacific,  
NPEC, Toyama, Japan. 
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The reports of data collected during annual ICC events worldwide7 have influenced public 
policy on waste management, prompted the passing of new legislation, and convinced 
individuals, organisations, and communities to examine their waste handling practices.  In the 
same way, we hope that this report will contribute to a shift in the way the public, businesses 
and the government in Hong Kong understand their responsibility towards the marine 
environment, and spur stronger action to address the problem.  

 

5 Cleanups in Hong Kong 
5.1 Inception 

5.1.1 The marine debris problem in Hong Kong 

Marine debris is a growing problem in Hong Kong. From 2000 to 2005, the total weight of 
marine litter collected from Victoria Harbour and typhoon shelters increased by 25% and 28%, 
respectively (Table 2).  

Table 2: Weight (metric tonnes) of marine litter collected from Victoria Harbour 
and typhoon shelters from 2000 to 2005 

Year Victoria Harbour Typhoon Shelters 
2000 4,930.03 1,263.36 
2001 5,510.51 1,226.34 
2002 5,351.46 1,252.83 
2003 6,158.99 1,290.64 
2004 6,055.65 1,443.39 
2005 6,165.37 1,627.36 

Source: Marine Department, the Government of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. 

 

5.1.2 ICC in Hong Kong 

The ICC is the most extensive single day ocean-based volunteer global event of its kind. It is 
recognised for its detailed data collection processes whereby participants record the amount 
and nature of debris that they find.8  

CE has acted as the official ICC Coordinator in Hong Kong since 20039.  Between 1999 and 
2006, 13,062 participants have collected a cumulative total of 124 metric tonnes of debris, and 
covered 237 km of shoreline on land and underwater in Hong Kong.  

 

                                            
7 Visit www.coastalcleanup.org for more details. 
8 Although the official ICC falls on the third weekend in September, cleanups in Hong Kong were 
organised from September to October.  This was partially due to the prevailing weather in Hong Kong 
during this time and the timetable of the school semester. 
9 The International Marinelife Alliance Hong Kong (IMAHK) coordinated the annual event from 1999 
but ceased to operate in July 2003 at which point CE became the official coordinator.  Data recorded 
during the time that IMAHK acted as the Hong Kong Coordinator is still available and has been used to 
collate the comparative information found within this report. Results of Hong Kong’s ICC information for 
the years 2003-2006 can be found on the Civic Exchange website (www.civic-exchange.org) under the 
environment and conservation publications. 

 

http://www.coastalcleanup.org/
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5.2 Cleanup Results 

5.2.1 Number and location of cleanups 

During the 2006 ICC in Hong Kong, held from 27 August to 23 October 2006, a total of 49 
Cleanup Organisers10 (COs) participated in the ICC, coordinating 2,615 volunteers and 53 
cleanups at 37 cleanup sites.11  A total of 10,778.7 kg of debris was removed from 45 km of 
coastline (Tables 3 & 4).  

Twenty-eight12 out of 53 cleanups were held at gazetted beaches, at which 1,350 volunteers 
removed 1,503 kg of debris from 21.1 km of shorelines. 

Despite the large amount of debris collected, the “effort index” (a measure devised by the ICC 
based on the weight of litter collected by each volunteer per kilometre), has decreased over 
this period (Table 3).  In 1999 the index was 5.7 kg/volunteer/kilometre, and in 2006 it was 
0.09 kg/volunteer/kilometre.  This might suggest an improvement in the tidiness of our 
coastal environment since 1999; however, since weight is only one measure of the quantity of 
waste collected, and particularly since lightweight foamed plastic makes up such a large 
proportion of the debris collected from Hong Kong’s beaches, it would be unwise to draw 
definitive conclusions based on this measure. 

 

Table 3: Comparisons on the number of Cleanup Organisers and participants, 
weight (metric tonnes) of debris collected and distance covered (kilometres) of 

the ICC in Hong Kong from 1999 to 2006 

Year 
Number of 
Cleanup 

Organisers 
 

Participants 
Weight of 

Debris 
(metric 
tonnes) 

Distance 
Covered 

(km) 

Effort Index 
(kg people-1 

km-1) 
1999 -- 439 14.15 5.63 5.7211
2000 -- 851 25.73 13.63 2.2176
2001 12 2,372 29.60 85.46 0.1460
2002 10 1,960 11.76 16.25 0.3692
2003 17 2,224 13.83 17.43 0.3568
2004 24 1,315 10.02 26.25 0.2904
2005 29 1,286 8.14 27.68 0.2287
2006 49 2,615 10.79 45.05 0.0916

 
Cumulative 

Total 
 

 
141 

 
13,062 

 
124.02 

 
237.38 

 

 

                                            
10  For further details as to how the cleanup organisers are identified and the other steps taken to find 
volunteers and organise the event, please refer to Appendix I. 
11  In addition to 50 cleanups held during the official time period, three cleanups held outside this time 
period were also taken into account.3,950 kg were collected by 223 volunteers from 4.3 km of 
coastlines in the cleanups organised by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department 
(Marine Parks Division) in Tung Ping Chau Marine Park, Hoi Ha Wan Marine Park and Cape d’Aguilar 
Marine Reserve on 27th August, 3rd and 10th September 2006, respectively.  
12  Of which 26 cleanups were organised by schools, or students for community services. 
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Table 4: List of the Cleanup Organisers (in alphabetical order), with details on 
the cleanup site, number of participants, distance covered and weight of debris 

collected 

Name of the Cleanup 
Organisers Cleanup Site(s) 

 
Number of 

Participants 

Distance 
covered 

(km) 

Weight of 
Debris 

Collected 
(kg) 

1st HK Canadian Scout 
Group - Wolf Cub Pack 

Big Wave Bay Beach*, 
Southern 

53 0.5 19 

Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Conservation Department 
(5 cleanups) 

Marine Parks (Hoi Ha Wan, 
Tung Ping Chau,  
Yan Chau Tong, Sha Chau 
and Lung Kwu Chau) and 
Cape d’Aguilar Marine 
Reserve 

503 10.8 5,850 

Baker Tilly Hong Kong, CPA Stanley Main Beach*, 
Southern 

48 0.75 46.8 

Canadian International 
School (2 cleanups) 

Sandy Bay, Southern 53 2 110 

CCC Chuen Yuen College  
(4 cleanups) 

Butterfly Beach*,  
Cafeteria New Beach*,  
Cafeteria Old Beach* and  
Castle Peak Beach*, Tuen 
Mun 

200 1.4 3.6 

Civic Exchange Beach near Nga Kau Wan, 
Lamma Island 

17 0.3 550 

Cub Scouts of America – 
Pack 1 

St. Stephen's Beach*, 
Southern 

105 1 115 

CUHK FAA Thomas Cheung 
Secondary School 

Butterfly Beach*. Tuen Mun 79 0.6 156 

Delia School of Canada Rocky Bay Beach*, Southern 30 0.2 30 
Ecovision Asia Limited Tai Long Wan, Sai Kung 102 2.5 655 
English Schools Foundation 
& Hong Kong Dolphin Watch 

Soko Islands 30 0.3 117 

French International School Repulse Bay Beach*, Southern 70 0.8 20 
Girl Scouts of America Sandy beach behind St Anne's 

Church in Stanley, Southern 
219 1 298 

Green Watch Sha Ha, Sai Kung 25 0.8 61 
Hennessy Road Government 
Primary School (PM) 

Shek O Beach*, Southern 27 1.5 22 

Hong Kong International 
School 

Stanley Main Beach*, 
Southern 

26 0.5 25 

HUD Group Angler's Beach*, Tsuen Wan 17 0.4 83.3 
Junior Police Call – Kwun 
Tong 

Clear Water Bay Secondary 
Beach*, Sai Kung 

36 1.5 53.5 

Junior Police Call – Sau Mau 
Ping 

Clear Water Bay Secondary 
Beach*, Sai Kung 

35 1.5 30 

Junior Police Call – Tsuen 
Wan 

Lido Beach*, Tsuen Wan 30 1 168 

Kingston International School 
& Hong Kong Sea School 

Stanley Main Beach*, 
Southern 

66 1 30 

Lantau International School Nim Shue Wan, Lantau Island 50 0.25 160 
Lions Club International 
District 303 HK & Macau, 
China 

Bluff Island, Sai Kung 150 0.8 112 
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 Table 4 Continued    
M at the Fringe Waterfall Bay, Southern 46 0.5 540.9 
Manpower Services (HK) Ltd. Waterfall Bay, Southern 28 0.5 76.5 
Ocean Park Beach behind Ocean Park 

Dolphin University, Southern 
75 0.45 343.2 

Pacific Ocean Sports Centre Bluff Island, Sai Kung 10 0.5 14 
Pak Kau College Golden Beach*, Tuen Mun 40 1 22.9 
QualiEd College Lung Ha Wan, Sai Kung 45 5 1 
S.K.H. Kei Fook Primary 
School 

Cafeteria Old Beach,  
Tuen Mun 

56 1.5 47 

S.K.H. Wing Chun Primary 
School 

Sha Lan, Tai Po 21 1 25 

Sau Mau Ping Catholic Primary 
School 

Clear Water Bay Second 
Beach*, Sai Kung 

18 0.5 10 

South Island School Repulse Bay Beach*, Southern 13 0.2 2 
St. Stephen's College 
Preparatory School 

Stanley Main Beach*, 
Southern 

100 0.5 25 

West Island School & 
Mandarin Divers 

Bluff Island, Sai Kung 44 0.5 110 

Z-Club of Belilios Public School St. Stephen's Beach*, 
Southern 

14 0.25 7 

Ms. Christine Fellowes & Mr. 
Bayley Cornish (Individuals) 

Little Palm Beach, Sai Kung 49 0.5 250 

Ms. Fabienne Malaval 
(Individual) 

Chung Hom Kok Beach*, 
Southern 

34 1 119 

Ms. Louise Preston (Individual) Shui Hau, Lantau Island Data not submitted 
Ms. Monie Yuen-ying Sum 
(Individual) 

Clear Water Bay Second 
Beach*, Sai Kung 

9 0.5 60 

Ms. Taura Edgar (Individual) Beach outside the Hong Kong 
Sea School, Southern 

10 0.25 141 

Ms. Xenia Wong (Individual) Butterfly Beach*, Tuen Mun 17 1 10 
Mr. Frankie Tam (Individual) Tung Wan Beach*,  

Cheung Chau 
34 1 119 

Mr. Jack Leung (Individual) Waterfall Bay, Southern 2 0.5 15 
Total  2,615 45.05 10,788.7 

N.B.:An asterisk “*” denotes a gazetted beach which is managed by the Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

5.2.2 Top ten types of debris found 

According to the completed data cards received,13 seven of the top ten types of debris 
collected in 2006 originated from shoreline and recreational activities.14  Two of the “Local 
Items of Concern”, namely pieces of foamed plastic boxes and candles, had become the 
most15 and sixth-most common types of debris found in 2006, having been ranked fifth and 
eleventh respectively last year.  The most abundant type of waste found in 2005, caps and 
lids, dropped to second place this year.  Cigarettes and cigarette filters16 came third this year, 
down from second place in 2005 (Tables 5 & 6). 

                                            
13 Data cards were only received from 45 cleanups. One CO did not submit the data while COs of the 
cleanups in the marine parks (Hoi Ha Wan, Tung Ping Chau, Yan Chau Tong, Sha Chau and Lung Kwu 
Chau), Cape d’Aguilar Marine Reserve, Sandy Bay and Sha Ha only submitted the totals because their 
volunteers were not willing to fill in the data cards. 
14  In terms of numbers of debris for both land and underwater cleanups. 
15 The ease of breakage of foamed plastic boxes into pieces might lead this item to be ranked the first 
among other debris collected. 
16 Cigarettes were the most commonly found item for 16 consecutive years. 
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Table 5: Top twenty types of debris in Hong Kong in 2006 

Rank Debris Items Total 
Number Percentage 

1 Foamed Plastic Boxes (Pieces) 8,884 14.8% 
2 Caps, Lids* 5,853 9.8% 
3 Cigarettes/Cigarette Filters 5,479 9.1% 
4 Beverage Bottles (Plastic) 2 liters* 4,499 7.5% 
5 Food Wrappers/Containers* 4,365 7.3% 
6 Candles 3,794 6.3% 
7 Bags* 3,311 5.5% 
8 Beverage Bottles (Glass)* 2,797 4.7% 
9 Beverage Cans* 2,182 3.6% 

10 Clothing, Shoes* 1,845 3.1% 
11 Straws, Stirrers* 1,792 3.0% 
12 Cigarette Lighters 1,791 3.0% 
13 Cups, Plates, Forks, Knives, Spoons* 1,789 3.0% 
14 Rope 1,047 1.7% 
15 Toys* 1,042 1.7% 
16 Pull Tabs* 851 1.4% 
17 Plastic Sheeting/Tarps 777 1.3% 
18 Construction Materials 773 1.3% 
19 Bait Containers/Packaging 706 1.2% 
20 Fishing Nets 696 1.2% 

* Items originated from shoreline and recreational activities. 

Note: “Toys” might include “Light Sticks / Glow Sticks” which were listed under items originated from 
“Ocean / Waterway Activities”. 

 
Table 6: Top twenty types of debris in Hong Kong in 2005 

 
Rank Debris Items 

 
Total 

Number 
Percentage 

1 Caps, Lids  13,962 11.6% 
2 Cigarettes / Cigarette Filters 10,035 8.4% 
3 Straws, Stirrers 8,484 7.1% 
4 Food Wrappers / Containers 7,398 6.2% 
5 Foamed Plastic Boxes (Pieces) 6,414 5.3% 
6 Cups, Plates, Forks, Knives, Spoons 6,298 5.2% 
7 Beverage Bottles (Plastic) ≤ 2 Litres 6,008 5.0% 
8 Strapping Bands 5,788 4.8% 
9 Plastic Sheeting / Tarps 3,552 3.0% 
10 Beverage Bottles (Glass) 3,533 2.9% 
11 Candles 3,312 2.8% 
12 Fishing Line 2,940 2.4% 
13 Bags 2,814 2.3% 
14 Buoys/Floats 2,518 2.1% 
15 Fishing Lures/Light Sticks# 2,464 2.1% 
16 Bait Containers/Packaging 2,368 2.0% 
17 Crates 2,332 1.9% 
18 Construction Materials 2,064 1.7% 
19 Pallets 2,056 1.7% 
20 Clothing, Shoes 1,848 1.5% 

  

# Light sticks / glow sticks might be considered to be “Toys” by the volunteers. 
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5.2.3 Gazetted beaches 

Based on the statistics collected from 45 cleanups, 98% of candles and 90% of cigar tips 
found during the 2006 ICC in Hong Kong were collected from the gazetted beaches.  For 
cigarettes and cigarette filters, bags, food wrappers and containers, and glass beverage 
bottles, the gazetted beaches contributed 74%, 50%, 40% and 36% of the respective totals.  
This suggests that recreational users littering directly on the beaches are a significant source 
of these kinds of pollution (as opposed to tides carrying water-borne debris on to the beach).  
Surprisingly, eight of the 13 55-gallon drums collected were removed from the gazetted 
beaches. 

Overall, the ICC 2006 in Hong Kong had a record-high number of COs and sites cleaned and 
can be regarded as a success in contributing to the ongoing collection of information detailing 
marine pollution sources. 

 

5.3 Comparative Analysis 

This section compares the Top ten types of debris in Hong Kong over the past three years.  
The most collected items (by number) in 2004 were from the “cups, plates, forks, knives and 
spoons” category.  In 2005, these items had dropped to sixth place, and the most collected 
items were caps and lids. Caps and lids took second place in 2006.  

Seven of the top ten items in 2006 originated from shoreline and recreational activities and 
comprised 71.7% (by number) of all items collected.  This figure represents an increase from 
2005, when only six of the top ten types of debris collected originated from shoreline and 
recreational activities (comprising 38% of the total by number of items recorded).  Notably, 
three of the top ten items in 2005 (foamed plastic boxes, strapping bands, and plastic 
sheeting) originated from ocean and waterway activities – possibly from packaging processes. 
Of these three, only foamed plastic boxes made it into the top ten in 2006.  

Figure 3: Top Ten Debris in Hong Kong in 2004
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Figure 4: Top Ten Debris in Hong Kong in 2005
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5.3.1 The usual suspects 

Many of the items continue to appear in the top ten and top twenty lists each year.  In 
particular, smoking-related litter, plastic beverage bottles, caps and lids, plastic bags, food 
wrappers and containers and disposable cutlery are found at most cleanups in large quantities.  
It is likely that these kinds of items are either dropped directly on or around beach areas or 
dropped on the city’s streets, where they are washed out into the sea with storm water and 
end up back on the beaches.  A strong anti-littering policy, with adequate enforcement, could 
help significantly with stemming the source of these kinds of trash. 

5.3.2 Cigarettes and cigarette filters 

There was a significant increase in the quantity of cigarettes and cigarette filters found on the 
coasts of Hong Kong between 2004, when this category ranked fifth with 5,508 items recorded, 
and 2005 when it jumped to second place with almost double the quantity recorded – 10,035.  
In 2006, the number recorded returned to 2004’s levels, with 5,479 items found, putting it at 
third place.  Over the past 15 years, cigarettes have consistently been the most commonly 
found item.  Although a ban on smoking in indoor workplaces and designated public places is 
set to become law in 2007 to protect public health, these numbers show that smoking is also 
the cause of significant marine pollution around Hong Kong.  Therefore, a strategy to deal 
with the litter produced by smokers should be developed.  A number of local authorities in 
California and Australia have implemented bans on smoking at beaches to address public 
health and litter problems,17 and have launched campaigns to increase awareness amongst 
beach users that beaches should not be treated as ashtrays.18  As many cigarette filters are 
washed into the ocean in storm water drains, an anti-littering campaign should also target the 
practice of littering cigarette filters on streets.  

5.3.3 Rubbish left after Mid-Autumn celebrations 

The large quantities of candles collected on the gazetted beaches are perhaps unique to 
Hong Kong – they are left behind following the Mid-Autumn festival celebrations during which 
groups of people celebrate on beaches by lighting candles and paper lanterns, and holding 
picnics.  This incidence indicates a low level of public awareness about the need to be 
responsible for waste caused by recreational activities, as well as an ineffective system for 
collecting rubbish following celebrations.  Since the Mid-Autumn festival is celebrated each 
year we expect that candles will continue to be found around Hong Kong’s beaches in 2007 
and subsequent years unless a change in behaviour is successfully encouraged. 

 

6 Evaluation 
6.1 General Findings 

The prevalence of litter associated with recreational use of beaches and waterways 
(especially candles, food and drink packaging, cigarettes and cigarette filters)19 indicates that 
our citizens are suffering from severe “pick-up-after-me” syndrome. Hong Kong citizens have 
developed the bad habit of expecting the public rubbish collection system to pick-up after 
them both on land and at sea. This problem is most obvious following special events and 
public holidays, particularly after the Mid-Autumn Festival and National Day. 

 
17  See: http://www.csmonitor.com/2004/0322/p01s04-usju.html 
18  See: http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/beach/ar2006/sydneymetrop-31.asp 
19 Based on the statistics of 46 cleanups, only 10.8% of the most abundant item “Foamed Plastic 
Boxes (Pieces)” was collected from the gazetted beaches. 
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It could be expected that cleanups on gazetted beaches would collect relatively little marine 
debris compared to non-gazetted beaches.  However, an average of 54 kg of litter was 
collected at each of the 28 cleanups which took place on gazetted beaches, with four 
cleanups removing a total of 521 kg of debris (Table 4).  This incidence not only suggests 
that littering is still a serious problem on the (Leisure and Cultural Services Department) 
LCSD-managed beaches, but may also reflect a lack of efficiency in the service provided by 
the cleaning contractors. 

6.2 Specific Feedback from Organisers 

Volunteers in seven cleanup locations20 reported that the data card system was not user-
friendly and therefore expressed reluctance to use the data cards.  As a result, they did not 
count the debris items specifically listed on the cards.  The volunteers said that in addition to 
being difficult to fill in, the data cards did not include all the types of debris collected and so 
some participants suggested they could be revised.  Another suggestion was to hold a 
briefing session for COs prior to the event to explain how to fill in the data cards and to 
encourage the feeling of a community event. 

One CO informed Civic Exchange that the beach manager at their chosen location refused to 
delay the usual beach cleaning by their contractors to allow volunteers to collect debris and 
data.  The management argued that the only way to comply with such a request would be if 
the volunteers would clean up the beach early in the morning (before 7 am), which the ICC 
organisers thought would discourage volunteers from taking part in the event.  In the end, the 
CO carried out the event as initially planned.  Even after the contracted cleaning had taken 
place, 34 volunteers collected a total of 119 kg of debris. 

Another CO reported that even if at first glance a beach may look clean, a considerable 
quantity of debris could be hidden in the sand and elsewhere.  To the surprise of many, over 
500 kg of trash was collected on the beach at Lamma Island which at first appeared to be 
perfectly clean. 

Some COs suggested that the debris collectors should separate the sorted recyclable waste 
(particularly plastic bottles and cans in different plastic bags) from other debris after the 
cleanups in areas where the three-coloured recycling bins were not available.  Another CO 
also recommended widening the "building materials" category to include other categories such 
as building materials, wiring, cables, ceramic tiles and glass. 

The parent of a student from an international school asked why the school had selected a 
gazetted beach as cleanup site.  When children are involved Civic Exchange usually 
recommends gazetted beaches, as they are safer for children, but ultimately the COs are 
responsible for choosing their own clean up site. 

 

7 Recommendations  
7.1 For HKSARG Departments: 

1. There needs to be better coordination between government departments to prevent 
rubbish from ending up in the sea. Currently, a range of different departments – the 
Environmental Protection Department (EPD), Drainage Services Department, Marine 
Department, Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD), LCSD and the 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) – take on responsibility 
for cleaning up litter in their own designated geographical areas.  However, debris and 

 
20 See footnote 13. 
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litter flow through the environment from land to water and back again without regard for 
these jurisdictional boundaries.  In order to prevent marine and coastal pollution, an 
overall strategy for minimising littering and dumping of waste, and for stemming the 
various land and vessel-based sources of marine debris, should be developed.  

2. The relevant authorities, including The Government of Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region (HKSARG) AFCD, EPD, LCSD and the Police Department, 
should ensure better enforcement of legislation against dumping construction waste, 
with particular attention paid to construction sites that are close to natural waterways. 

3. The relevant government authorities should ensure that any commissioned cleaners 
carry out their beach cleaning activities effectively, especially but not limited to hidden 
or unseen areas and areas that are close to natural waterways, and especially after 
any festivals, holidays or events when rubbish quantities are greater. 

4. The relevant government authorities including but not limited to the EPD, FEHD, LCSD 
and the Police Department should educate the public to be responsible for cleaning up 
their rubbish after any Mid-Autumn Festival or other festivals and public activities.  
Public education campaigns should highlight the consequences of littering (including 
the fact that litter dropped on land ends up in the sea and can harm marine life) and 
the personal responsibility of every Hong Kong citizen to care for the environment and 
their surroundings. 

5. Heavier fines should be introduced and enforced for littering and for dumping rubbish.  
A public service component involving compulsory rubbish cleanups could be included 
in appropriate cases. 

6. A large quantity of recyclable plastic bottles and cans are collected during the cleanups, 
and so arrangements should be made by the appropriate authorities to recycle these 
materials.  

7.2 For Cleanup Organisers: 

1. COs should confirm their cleanup details (venue, date, timing, estimated number of 
participants and contact details of person-in-charge) at least one week before their 
cleanups to insure that arrangements for the provision of gloves, bags, and debris 
collection after the cleanup can be made with the FEHD. 

2. Any cleanups carried out on gazetted beaches must apply for a permit from the LCSD 
at least 10 days before the cleanup.21 

3. COs should investigate the proposed site prior to the cleanup date. 

4. COs should be aware that gazetted beaches are cleaner than other coastal areas 
under normal circumstances and should therefore try to identify beaches that are not 
otherwise supported. 

5. COs should ask the authority (either the FEHD or the beach officer in charge) about 
the arrangement of debris collection after cleanup. 

6. COs should instruct the volunteers to work in groups of 3 to 5 persons and check the 
completeness of the filled data cards. 22 

 
21 An application of one proposed cleanup at Golden Beach was rejected by the LCSD because the 
CO confirmed the cleanup details only 3 days before the proposed date. 
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7. COs are encouraged to complete and return the softcopy of the data spreadsheet 
provided within 10 days after their cleanups in order to facilitate data processing. 

7.3 For The Ocean Conservancy: 

1. “Light Sticks” should be taken away from “Fishing Lures” and should belong to “Toys” 
under the existing categorisation system; 

2. A new item of “Packaging Materials (Foamed Plastic)” should be added onto the item 
list so as to include the significant prevalence of the foamed plastic (pieces). 

 

8 CONCLUSION 
The ICC is an activity that primarily focuses on raising awareness of the coastal and marine 
pollution problem in order to bring about changes for the benefit of the coastal and marine 
ecosystems.  However, the data collected provides much more than statistics compiling the 
number of pieces of debris found and their origins.  It reflects a society’s level of 
understanding of its responsibility towards environmental protection and pollution control.  
Pollution of the coasts and oceans mirrors general patterns of solid waste disposal on land 
and from ships.  Therefore, the results obtained from the ICC can also be used as a 
barometer to measure a society’s general behaviour towards nature. 

Based on the data collected, our conclusions for Hong Kong are that coastal and marine 
pollution are not mainly caused by foreign negligence, nor attributed to a single fragment of 
our society.  Rather, the collected data shows that coastal and marine pollution originated 
from shoreline activities, confirming that it is primarily a local problem.  The data also 
indicates that the problem is due to negligence and carelessness of individuals, companies 
and factories.  In consequence, a lot more needs to be done by interest groups and the 
government to help the Hong Kong public understand its role, impact and responsibility 
towards the environment both on collective and individual levels.  

Education can go a long way towards improving society’s general behaviour towards the 
environment.  More targeted and specific public campaigns should be introduced and 
maintained for an extensive period.  However, stronger legislation and enforcement is 
needed as well.  Existing laws must be improved and enforced to discourage the kinds of 
behaviour that leads to the types of pollution we have reported.  

The ICC is an essential and effective part of the global fight against coastal and marine 
pollution.  The ICC in Hong Kong is growing each year in public profile and in the number of 
cleanup events held, but still more participation is necessary.  More volunteers are needed to 
help with the often strenuous work of picking up the quantities of debris found every year.  In 
addition, having more people involved would mean that more people could experience the 
seriousness of the issue.  It is especially important for schools to see this activity as an 
opportunity to teach their students about social and environmental responsibility.  More 
support from the media is also needed to raise the profile of the event further.  The impact of 
this event highly depends on its exposure to the public, and we need to find more ways to 
reach out to a greater audience.  On a logistical level, we need to help our COs follow our 
instructions, especially when it comes to submitting the data properly and promptly.  Finally, 
we think the event would profit by finding new creative ways to raise the degree of enthusiasm 
among COs and volunteers. 

 
22 The completed data card should record the weight of debris collected (using a bathroom scale or 
spring balance brought to the site), number of volunteers in the group, and the number of each item in 
numeric value (not a tick nor wordings like “lots of” or “a few”). 
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Appendix I 

 Summary of preparation and follow-up activities for ICC 2006 

Preparation 

In early March 2006, bilingual invitation letters together with a bookmark for ICC 2005 were 
sent by mail to 225 schools which were on CE’s list for its Education for Sustainability 
Programme23.  In late April 2006, invitation emails were sent to the schools, companies, non-
governmental organisations, government departments, local political parties and individuals 
using a comprehensive contact list based on invitees to previous ICCs24.  Reminder emails 
were re-sent in late May, and in early and late August.  On 14th September, a press release 
was sent to media contacts listing all cleanup sites in order to publicize the ICC in Hong Kong. 

Information on the ICC was also posted in the Hong Kong Discovery Magazine 25 , HK 
Magazine, and on the websites of CE26, HK Edu City27 and Ho-Sum28 so as to increase 
publicity and facilitate access to the ICC materials. 

Interviews and documentary stories on the ICC were shown on Radio Television Hong Kong 
(RTHK) Radio 3 on 18th September and 24th October, on the South China Morning Post on 
19th September, on RTHK’s television program “The Pulse” on 22nd September, and on 
Headline Daily on 5th October (see Appendix IV). 

Once the Cleanup Organisers (COs) had confirmed the cleanup venue, date, time, estimated 
number of participants and contact details of the person-in-charge, CE prepared the ICC 
package, which included instructions for the CO on what to do on the day.29  At the same 
time, CE made arrangements directly with the corresponding district officers of the Food and 
Environmental Hygiene Department for the provision of gloves, garbage bags, and debris 
collection after cleanup.  If the cleanups were going to be held on gazetted beaches, CE 
helped the CO to send an application for the approval of entry to the corresponding LCSD 
district office, which had to be made by email in advance. Then CE followed up with the LCSD 
to ensure the CO had the approvals and made arrangements with the beach-in-charge for 
debris collection after the cleanup.   

 
23  Civic Exchange embarked on a project spanning 2003-2005 which involved preparing educational 
materials about sustainability issues, such as marine conservation and sustainable transport, including 
teaching packs for primary and high school students. Within this project comprehensive lists of school 
contact details were created.  For further details of the Education for Sustainability Schools Project 
including copies of the education materials and teaching packs, please see: http://www.civic-
exchange.org/?cat=28. 
24  Based on the contact list for the previous ICC years and some additional contacts. 
25  A full-page article on the ICC 2006 was posted on p. 081 in Vol. 35 (July / August 2006). 
26  See http://www.civic-exchange.org/index.php?cat=62. 
27  HK Edu City is an electronic platform funded by the Education and Manpower Bureau for promoting 
education in Hong Kong. See: http://www.hkedcity.net/iworld/notice/index.phtml?iworld_id=108#m2892 
(Chinese only). 
28  Ho-Sum is a registered NGO which is dedicated to involving people in volunteering and increasing 
awareness of charities in Hong Kong.  See: http://www.ho-
sum.org/eng/volunteer/project_detail.jsp?charity_id=civic&project_id=2006090515253678. 
29  Includes posters, ICC data card (in English and/or Chinese; see Appendix II), educational pamphlet 
on marine litter and ICC, ICC leaflet, Pocket Guide to Marine Debris, ICC certificate, instructions entitled 
“How to organise a cleanup” (see Appendix III) and souvenir for each volunteer given by the 
Environmental Protection Department. 

 

http://www.civic-exchange.org/index.php?cat=62
http://www.hkedcity.net/iworld/notice/index.phtml?iworld_id=108&message_id=2124
http://www.ho-sum.org/eng/volunteer/project_detail.jsp?charity_id=civic&project_id=2006090515253678
http://www.ho-sum.org/eng/volunteer/project_detail.jsp?charity_id=civic&project_id=2006090515253678
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Follow-up  

After the cleanup, CE received the results30 from the COs either by an electronic data sheet or 
by post or fax.  For the COs who had not returned the filled data cards two weeks after their 
cleanups or after the submission date of the data (30th October 2006), reminder emails and 
phone calls were made accordingly31. Data received was input, validated32 and processed 
using the ICC results spreadsheet provided by The Ocean Conservancy (TOC).  A summary 
of results, list of media information, and photographs taken by the participants were submitted 
to TOC by email on 13th November, while the lists of cleanup sites and sponsors were sent to 
TOC by email on 3rd October. 

 

 

 
30  In the form of a summary or raw data cards. 
31  Last 2 sets of data were received on 10th November 2006, with one CO failing to return the 
cleanup results. 
32  Especially for the correctness of the estimation of the distance cleaned, weight of debris collected 
and the abnormal existence of a particular item (e.g. Shotgun Shells / Wadding). 
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Appendix II 

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP™ DATA CARD 
 
Data collected during The Ocean Conservancy’s International Coastal 
Cleanup™ is used to educate people and create solutions to the problems of 
solid waste and litter. Through partnerships with business, government, 
environmental groups, and citizens, we are helping to change the behaviors 
and practices that create debris.  Thank you for being part of this very 
important process.  
 
 
CLEANUP LOCATION  
Type of Cleanup:         Shoreline/Beach             Underwater Location of Cleanup:   Hong Kong SAR 
Zone or District Cleaned:                                                         Beach Site Name:  

Today’s Date: Month_______ Day________ Year  2006    Name of Coordinator:  

Number of People Working on This Card:  Distance Cleaned :   km 

Number of Trash Bags Filled:  Total Estimated Weight Collected :  lbs. or   kg. 
 
PERSONAL DETAILS OF THE PARTICIPANTS IN YOUR GROUP 
 
1. Name:  Age:  3. Name:  Age:  
 
 
2. Name:  Age:  4. Name:  Age:  
 
 
ENTANGLED ANIMALS: (       Dead or       Alive).  List all entangled animals found during the Cleanup. Tell us what they were entangled 
in (fishing line, rope, net, etc.):    
    
 

WHAT WAS THE MOST PECULIAR ITEM YOU COLLECTED? 
    
    
 

Thank you for helping to protect our oceans ! 
 
The following company and departments endorse   Please return this card to the ICC coordinator: 
and/or support the International Coastal Cleanup: 
 
♦ M at the Fringe 
♦ Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department 
♦ Food and Environmental Hygiene Department  
♦ Leisure and Cultural Services Department 
 
Sponsored by  
 
 

Civic Exchange  
Room 701, Hoseinee House, 
69 Wyndham Street, Central, Hong Kong. 
Web site:  www.civic-exchange.org 
E-mail:     icc@civic-exchange.org 
Phone:     2893 0213 
Fax:         3105 9713 

For more details about the ICC, please visit:  www.civic-exchange.org .  
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ITEMS COLLECTED 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Please pick up all debris found on the beach. Record information on only the items listed below.  
Keep a count of your items using tick marks and enter the item total in the box.  Example:      8     Beverage Cans_________ 
 
SHORELINE AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES ▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬  
(Debris from beach-goers, sports/games, festivals, litter from streets/storm drains, etc.)  
 Bags                                   Cups, Plates, Forks, Knives, Spoons   
 Balloons     Food Wrappers / Containers   

Beverage bottles (plastic) 2 liters or less       
     Pull Tabs   
 Beverage Bottles (glass)    6-Pack Holders   
 Beverage Cans     Shotgun Shells / Wadding   
 Caps, Lids    Straws, Stirrers   
 Clothing, Shoes     Toys   
 
OCEAN / WATERWAY ACTIVITIES ▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 
(Debris from recreational/commercial fishing and boat/vessel operations) 
 
 Bait Containers / Packaging              Fishing Nets   
 Bleach / Cleaner Bottles              Light Bulbs / Tubes   
 Buoys / Floats    Oil/Lube Bottles    
            Crab / Lobster / Fish Traps     Pallets   
 Crates    Plastic Sheeting / Tarps   
 Fishing Line                  Rope   
 Fishing Lures / Light Sticks              Strapping Bands   
 
SMOKING-RELATED ACTIVITIES  ▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬  DUMPING ACTIVITIES    ▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 
 

   Cigarettes / Cigarette Filters    Appliances (refrigerators, washers, etc.)   
     Batteries   
        _________________________________                 Building Materials ___________________________ 
  Cigarette Lighters    Cars / Car Parts   
  Cigar Tips        55-Gal. Drums   
 Tobacco Packaging / Wrappers             Tires    
 
MEDICAL / PERSONAL HYGIENE  ▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬   DEBRIS ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN    ▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 
  
 Condoms              BBQ Forks   
 Diapers              Candles   
 Syringes               Foamed Plastic Box (parts)  
 Tampons / Tampon Applicators   

Human-made debris, trash and litter…
 Harms the environment & wildlife         Causes communities to lose money
 Threatens human health & safety  Looks bad! 

Think about where all this debris comes from and how we can prevent it! 
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Appendix III 

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP 
 

H O W  T O  O R G A N I S E  A  C L E A N U P  
 

BEFORE THE CLEANUP 
 

 Select a cleanup location, ensuring beforehand that it is both safe and accessible to 
volunteers; 

 Confirm with Civic Exchange the date, timing and location of your proposed cleanup; 
 Recruit cleanup volunteers; 
 Arrange for someone to take photos and/or video of the event; 
 Contact the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) regarding the 

provision of plastic gloves, bags and debris collection; 
 Consult with the FEHD on recyclable materials; 
 Print out the ICC data cards for your volunteers and bring along a  scale with which to 

weigh the rubbish bags; 
 Ensure procedures are in place concerning the correct handling of: 

 medical waste (syringes, etc.) and sewage waste (condoms, tampons etc.) 
 dead, entangled, or injured animals 
 medical emergencies 

 
ON THE DAY OF THE CLEANUP 
 

 Set up your volunteer check-in point & have the gloves, bags, data cards and pencils 
ready; 

 Brief the volunteers on the division of labour and the importance of accurate data 
collection; 

 As the volunteers return, collect & check their data cards, then weigh the rubbish. 
 Oversee the sorting of recyclable debris (if necessary); 
 Make sure that all the rubbish is taken away by the FEHD. 

 
 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE CLEANUP 
 

 Congratulate yourselves, your site coordinators, and all the volunteers for an job well 
done; 

 Total the number of people, weight and distance covered in your cleanup and report to 
Civic Exchange; 

 Gather all the used data cards and send them or an electronic file back to CE within 2 
weeks of your cleanup; & 

 Please send a copy of any photos, newspaper clippings, information or media 
announcements to Civic Exchange. 

 
B e s t  o f  a l l ,  h a v e  f u n !  

 

OFFICIAL ICC – HONG KONG SPONSOR :  
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Appendix IV 

Media Coverage of the ICC 2006 

 

Media Date Media Type Publication Title 

Jul/Aug 2006 Magazine Hong Kong Discovery International Coastal Cleanup 

2006/9/18 Newspaper Ming Pao 20 潛水教練冒險清鬼網 

2006/9/22 Television Radio Television Hong 
Kong International Coastal Cleanup in "The Pulse"

2006/9/21 Newspaper South China Morning 
Post Waging war on litterbugs 

2006/10/5 Newspaper Headline Daily 沙灘垃圾多 種類嚇壞人 

2006/10/9 Newspaper Daily 10 Cover story 
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