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Generous support from two funders, Goldman Sachs (Asia) L.L.C. and Sun Hung Kai Properties 
Ltd, has enabled us to complete an Education for Sustainability programme for schools in Hong 
Kong. This report summarises the main activities and results undertaken within the programme. 
 
(1) Project Aims 
 
The Education for Sustainability Programme was intended to expand our education programme in 
response to positive feedback from schools that used our pilot teaching pack “The Life of a Piece 
of Litter” created in 2002. The programme was designed to fulfil three needs: 
 
(a) To create locally relevant educational materials that address urgent sustainability and 

environmental issues AND are engaging and attractive for students (the Teaching Packs); 
(b)  To be able to teach local teachers participatory learning techniques and demonstrate how to 

present the issues better; 
(c)  To be available to go to the schools to give talks and presentations to parents, teachers 

and/or students on the Teaching Packs.  
 
Target Audience 
 
Our target groups were primary school and secondary school students, teachers, and parents. Our 
pilot scheme focussed on schools in the Southern District only. The new programme was 
designed with a far wider outreach area in mind aiming to work with schools all over the city as 
supposed to restricting our outreach to just one school district. We also aimed to work with 
students from a variety of socio-economic groups. 
 
Collaboration 
 
The project required close collaboration with primary and secondary schools. We also worked 
with: 
 
• The University of Science and Technology, The International Marinelife Alliance, Asiatic Marine 

Ltd, Ocean Sky Diving Co Ltd and government departments in putting the research together for 
the Marine Life teaching pack. 

• Scientists, health experts and government departments in putting the research together for the 
SARS teaching pack. 

• Transport specialists and government departments in putting together the transport teaching 
pack. 

• Curriculum development officers of the Education Department who vetted each of the teaching 
packs to ensure compatibility with standard practice and take account of the Education 
Reforms. 

• Goldman Sachs Community TeamWorks Programme who assisted us with assessing 
competition entries. 

• The University of Hong Kong’s Centre for Renewable Energy, Hong Kong Science & Technology 
Park, Munseng College and Windsun Technology Enterprise Limited in organising the Solar Car 
Competition. 
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In addition we received gift donations from Ocean Park for our school competition winners. 
 
Scope of Project 
 
Initially we intended to produce 6 teaching packs under the programme. However, funding was 
only secured for 3 teaching packs so we revised our plans accordingly. 
 
The following teaching packs have been created: 
 
• Discover and Protect Hong Kong’s Marine Life 
• SARS – The Life of a Virus 
• Sustainable Transport in Hong Kong 
 
Key Project Dates 
 
• August 2003: completion of the “Discover and Protect Hong Kong’s Marine Life” teaching 

pack 

• September 2004: Marine Life PowerPoint Competition 

• January 2004: completion of the “SARS – The Life of a Virus” teaching pack 

• March 2004: SARS Poster Competition 

• July 2004: completion of the “Sustainable Transport” teaching pack 

• November 2004: Solar Car Competition  
 
(2) Project Results 
 
Teaching Packs 
  
 Each teaching pack contains: 
 

• Lesson Outline 
• Lesson Plan 
• Worksheets 
• Follow-Up Activities 
• Useful Website Addresses 
• PowerPoint Presentation on CD ROM 
• Large sized colourful educational pamphlets for the students 
 

Copies of these teaching packs can be downloaded at http://www.civic-exchange.org and copies 
of the pamphlets and CD ROMs can be collected from Civic Exchange. 

http://www.civic-exchange.org/
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What we have learned. 
 
The creation of the teaching packs has been an on-going reflective process. Feedback from 
teachers has been obtained verbally after each school presentation and at the briefing for 
Teachers that we held in February 2004. The teaching packs have been updated and amended as 
a result of this feedback, including changing the time plan given for the lessons and adding new 
ideas into the teaching notes. In addition we have developed a new element, highlighting specific 
curriculum links for the latest teaching pack on Sustainable Transport. 
 
To date we have distributed over 5,000 pamphlets and 50 teaching packs.  However one aspect of 
the project that we have not been able to quantify is the number of schools and teachers who have 
downloaded our teaching materials from the internet for use in class. We do know however, that a 
number of schools have visited our office to collect the educational pamphlets that accompany the 
packs for distribution to their students. Indeed our initial print run of 2000 SARS pamphlets were 
quickly snapped up by schools entailing an additional print run. This would indicate that the 
teaching materials are being utilised independently by teachers. 
 
Furthermore 20,000 Marine Life educational pamphlets have recently been reprinted (funded 
separately by M at the Fringe) and will be distributed by Ocean Park in their schools programme 
during 2004/05. 
 
Interactive In-School Sessions  
 
We have conducted in-school workshops and talks at following schools: 
 

• Island School 
• Kennedy School  
• Kiangsu and Chekiang College, Shatin  
• Korean International School  
• Kowloon Junior School  
• Rosaryhill School  
• Sear Rogers International School  
• Shatin Government Secondary School  

 
Around 1,400 students have taken part in these workshops. 
 
What we have learned: 
 
The presentations and workshops that we have conducted have been well received by teachers 
and students. Indeed several teachers have commented that the students benefit from having 
outside professionals come to the school to present these topics; it adds interest and offers a 
chance for students to learn from someone new.   Both students and teachers have also enjoyed 
the new interactive learning methods, which we have utilised in the sessions.  
 
The main difficulty has been encouraging schools to make use of our workshops. It has taken a 
considerable amount of time to “market” the in-school sessions to schools. We think this is 
because the schools arrange their schedules far in advance and tend to stay with standard 
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practice, it is difficult to introduce something new. However, since the programme has been in 
operation for over a year many schools are now more aware of the materials and workshops 
available and it is hoped that the numbers of schools requesting in-school sessions will continue to 
grow. 
 
Teacher Training 
 
We organised a briefing for teachers in February 2004, which had a very disappointing level of 
attendance despite a keen initial show of interest.  
 
What we have learned 
 
Marketing the training sessions is of the essence. Our next briefing for teachers will be held in 
October 2004 in collaboration with The University of Hong Kong’s Centre for Renewable Energy. It 
is hoped that this briefing, which will centre on material in the Sustainable Transport Pack and will 
be promoted by both Civic Exchange and The University of Hong Kong’s Centre for Renewable 
Energy, will be far better attended. 
 
School Competitions  
 
The following schools have participated in our school competitions over the past year:  
 

• Caritas Chong Yuet Ming Secondary School 
• CUHK FAA Thomas Cheung Secondary School 
• St Paul's Secondary School 
• St Peter’s Catholic Primary School 
• STFA Yung Yau College 
• Tuen Mun Catholic Secondary School   
 

While the participation rate for the Marine Life PowerPoint Competition was disappointing, possibly 
because the competition was organised too early in the school year, the SARS Poster Competition 
attracted over 150 entries. Volunteers from the Goldman Sachs Community TeamWorks 
programme assessed these posters and we held a prize presentation ceremony in early July in the 
Auditorium in the Cheung Kong Centre. Prizes for the poster competition were sponsored by 
Ocean Park.  
 
What we learned 
 
Timing of the competitions is important. To complement the Sustainable Transport teaching pack 
we will be organising a Solar Car competition in November 2004. We have consulted teachers on 
the best time of year to hold this competition and the choice of November reflects this. In addition 
we will be working with The University of Hong Kong’s Centre for Renewable Energy who have 
experience in running similar competitions to organise this competition. The combined promotional 
efforts of Hong Kong University and Civic Exchange should result in a high level of participation. 
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Website 
  
The Civic Exchange website now includes an Education for Sustainability section (see 
http://www.civic-exchange.org).  To ensure optimum accessibility to teachers and maximum 
participation by schools throughout Hong Kong all the teaching materials can be downloaded from 
this site, which is updated regularly. 
 
Future Work in this Area 
 
Our priority now is that we outreach to as many schools and children as possible using the 
materials that have been created. This involves two elements: further marketing of the programme 
to schools and further development and enhancement of the Education for Sustainability section of 
our website both of which would require further funding.  
 
A further component, which has been proposed in feedback from teachers, is the organisation of 
field trips for schools to consolidate the issues covered by the packs. For example, to tie in with 
the Marine Life teaching pack field trips could be organised to a marine laboratory (such as 
SWIMS) or to coastal areas. These trips could be developed in collaboration with an organisation 
experienced in running day trips such as Treasure Island and utilise expertise from marine 
biologists from The University of Science and Technology or The University of Hong Kong. The 
field trips would encourage student participation and enhance student understanding of the issues 
involved. 
 
 
(4) Conclusion 
 
The Education for Sustainability Programme has successfully achieved its stated objectives 
including the development of a set of professional, relevant and timely teaching materials on 
issues pertaining to sustainability in Hong Kong. More than 1,400 children have benefited from in-
school workshops and presentations and several schools have participated in competitions 
designed to enhance awareness of issues of sustainability in Hong Kong. 
  
The materials will continue to be of use to schools and teachers in Hong Kong and will remain 
easily accessible from our website. In addition we will continue to visit schools to conduct 
presentations and workshops under a system where the schools will pay a nominal fee for the 
visits. Under this system the outreach work under the programme will be self-sustaining and of 
benefit to students and teachers in Hong Kong. 
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